
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women’s 
Task Force in Minnesota

Sen. Mary Kunesh, MN Legislature

Nicole Matthews, MN Indian Women’s Sexual Assault Coalition

Nigel Perrote, MN Coalition Against Sexual Assault (formerly of MN DPS)

Nicole MartinRogers, Wilder Research

Presentation to the MN Human Trafficking Task Force
January 28, 2021



Agenda

• Background and context for MMIW Task Force
• What the MMIW Task Force did
• Key findings
• Mandates and next steps
• What can you do
• Questions 



What is the MMIW injustice? 



Tribal nations that share geography with MN



Requirements of MMIW Task Force
• Examine systemic causes behind violence that 

Indigenous women and girls experience
• Examine appropriate methods for tracking and 

collecting data on violence against Indigenous 
women and girls

• Report on policies and institutions such as policing, 
child welfare, coroner practices, and other 
governmental practices that impact violence 
against Indigenous women and girls and the 
investigation and prosecution of crimes of gender 
violence against Indigenous people



Requirements of MMIW Task Force
• Report on measures necessary to address and reduce 

violence against Indigenous women and girls
• Examine measures to help victims, victims’ families, and 

victims’ communities prevent and heal from violence



MMIW Task Force members
• Rep. Mary Kunesh*
• Rep. Barb Haley
• Sen. Patricia Torres Ray
• Sen. Paul Utke
• Drew Evans, MN BCA
• Luke Hennen, MN Sheriffs’ Assoc.
• Deidre Aanstad, US Attorney’s Office
• Judge Jeffrey Bryan, MN 2nd Judicial Court
• Kim Mammedaty, MN County Attorney’s Assoc.
• Jon Roesler, MDH Epidemiologist
• Panda Whiteman, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa
• Rep. Roger Smith, District III Fond du Lac Band of 

Lake Superior Chippewa
• Jacki Kozlowski, Grand Portage Band of Lake 

Superior Chippewa
• Brian Pottratz, Leech lake Band of Ojibwe
• Debra Flute, Lower Sioux Indian Community

• Nicole Anderson*, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe
• Allison Stein, Prairie Island Indian Community
• Michelle Mountain, Red Lake Nation
• Denise Prescott, community member
• Beth Tepper, Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community
• Chris Lee, Upper Sioux Community
• Tanya Vold, White Earth Nation
• Alyxis Feltus, Mending the Sacred Hoop
• Sheila Lamb, Life House
• Brook LaFloe, Women’s Foundation of Minnesota
• Nicole Matthews*, MN Indian Women’s Sexual 

Assault Coalition
• Patina Park*, formerly of MN Indian Women’s

Resource Center
• Chris Stark, author and researcher

(*= chairs)



What the MMIW Task Force did

• In-person and virtual Task Force meetings including expert 
presenters and public comment sessions

• Literature review of research and articles about the MMIW 
injustice and 
sub-parts of the issue from across Turtle Island

• Interviews with 32 experts

Ceremonial signing of the MMIW Task Force legislation,
September 2019, MN Humanities Center.



What the MMIW Task Force did (cont.)

• Review state data about the issue 
Child welfare (DHS)
Deaths and human trafficking (MDH) 
Missing persons and crimes (BCA)

• Deliberate to brainstorm and refine mandates 
(recommendations)



Key findings: Root causes

• Colonization and historical trauma
• Racism
• Sexism and sexual objectification of Indigenous women and 

girls 



Key findings: Systemic risk factors

• Systemic risk factors (NOT “bad lifestyle choices”) increase 
risk of violence and abuse for Indigenous women and girls:

Poverty and lack of housing
Involvement in the child welfare system and the criminal justice 
system
Being a victim of domestic violence
Being involved in prostitution and trafficking 



Key findings: Seeking justice

• Once an Indigenous woman or girl goes missing or dies 
under suspicious circumstances, the investigation, 
prosecution, and sentencing processes that are supposed to 
serve justice often fail to provide equal and fair treatment for 
these Indigenous victims



Key findings: Prevention and healing

• The system does not have adequate culturally responsive 
healing resources for Indigenous victims/survivors, families, 
and communities 



Deeper dive: Trafficking



Deeper dive: Trafficking, cont. 



Deeper dive: Extractive industries



Mandates



Mandates, cont. 



Mandates, cont. 



Next steps

• MMIW Task Force continuation thru June 2021
Develop implementation action plan

• MMIW rally on 2/14/2021
• Form MMIW Office



What can YOU do?
• Learn about what sex trafficking looks like. Be aware of your 

surroundings, and offer help if someone might need it!
• Keep track of AMBER Alerts and learn about the missing 

Indigenous women, girls, and two-spirit people in your 
community

• Advocate locally to ensure your county sheriff and municipal 
law enforcement, school district and local hospitals, etc., are 
aware of the MMIW injustice and the role of systems in 
preventing it



What can YOU do? (cont.)
• Contact your representatives about relevant legislation 

including VAWA (federal), Safe Harbor (state), ICWA (federal 
and state), etc.

• Help an individual or family that is involved in or trying to 
escape trafficking or domestic violence (donate to a shelter, 
be a foster care provider, etc.)



Questions or comments?

Community gathering and protest on July 27, 2020, 
when the U.S. Department of Justice opened the MMIW cold case office in Bloomington, MN.



Chi’Miigwech! 
Wopila tanka! 
Thank you!

Contact: Nicole MartinRogers, 651-280-2682
nicole.martinrogers@wilder.org

@nmartinrogers

Twin Cities MMIW March, February 14, 2020.

mailto:nicole.martinrogers@wilder.org
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